Saturday, December 11, 2004
2 John 1:1 – 13

John writes this short note to either a church or to a Christian woman who liked to host missionaries as they traveled from town to town. This was a loving custom practiced by individuals and churches in the early days of the faith. However, charlatans and false teachers also traveled through the area with their heresies. 

The letter warns its recipient to be discerning and not welcome evil into the home or church. Do not even be friendly to these, might be the meaning of the last phrase of verse 10. If one was friendly to evil, it could, in the minds of some, validate the false teacher (vs.11). 


“…those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh” in verse 7 indicates what kind of false doctrine was concerned in this instance. 

If early tradition is correct, John may have been writing specifically to the church at Ephesus, where he served as an elder later in his life. 
